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Correspondence Courses for Non-Collegians
REV. WARREN P. BEHAN, PH.D.*

The general theme of this session is "The Responsibility of the Semina-
ries for the Better Training of Non-college Men and Women for the
Ministry." My specific topic under this theme is "The Organization of
Correspondence Courses for Non-college Men and Women." My immediate
concern therefore is with two questions:

1. Is such an organization possible from educational and practical
points of view ?

2. What subjects should be contained in such a curriculum?
The very wording of our theme and of the topics already presented

reveals a growing conviction of the need of giving non-college men and
women better training for the ministry than they are now receiving.

This conviction is born of at least three great undeniable facts:
1. The demand for ministers larger in number than the seminaries can

supply.
2. The unwillingness or inability of college and seminary graduates to

serve churches that can pay only meagre salaries, but that need trained
leadership.

3. The increasing number of untrained men being ordained to the
leadership of churches every year.

One well known denominational leader, widely acquainted with the rank
and file of the churches both of his own and other denominations writes:

"There is a great demand for more men in the ministry and there is no
prospect that the theological seminaries within the near future will be able
to supply the men. More than one-half the men now entering the ministry
have had neither college nor seminary training."

Another writes: "Undoubtedly the theological seminaries (as at present
organized) can never meet the needs of all types of men and individuals
whom the Lord calls into the ministry."

A member of an Eastern Seminary faculty makes this statement: "The
number of untrained men now being drawn into the ministry is jeopardizing
the leadership of the churches. If anything can be done to equip these men
for their task it should be done."

The Northern Baptist Committee on "The Standardization of the Min-
istry" stated in last year's report, 1920, "The matter which occasions grave
concern is the failure of so many candidates to meet even the minimum stand-
ard of the Convention"—(two years of academic and theological courses
requiring reading of certain texts and an examination in each). In a Middle-
western State, of the five men ordained not one measured up to the standard.
The following are sample replies from State secretaries: "Not all of the
men we ordained had the mental training required." "The men trained
hardly rriet your standardized requirement; they are good men, and because
of the demand for their ordination, they were ordained."

*Director of Correspondence Study Division, American Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia;
a paper in the Department of Theological Seminaries.
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148 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The question of need, therefore, is no longer to be doubted.
Two suggested methods of meeting the need of non-college men and

women fqr better training for the ministry, have just been presented and
discussed:

a. Admitt ing such students to courses in graduate seminaries.
b. Organization of Degree Courses in Training Colleges that do not

require college graduation for entrance.
F o r the moment, we must waive the possibility or advisability of gradu-

ate seminaries admitting non-college men to the courses already set up, or
of Training Colleges organizing degree courses. The question which I face
has to do not so much with reference to the content of courses as to the
method of instruction. Given certain courses designed to meet the need of
non-college men and women, can any part or all of these courses be given by
correspondence study?

Let us not confound two things he re :
1. The giving by correspondence study of certain courses to college

graduates for which credit can be granted on the theological degree, thus
lessening the length of time in residence study.

2. The giving of Correspondence Courses in theological training to
non-college men and women by the seminaries as a method of better training
them for the ministry. It is the latter problem that we face here.

At the heart of the whole matter lies this fundamental question. "Can
a worthy instruction in any subject now offered in residence study in any
standard institution be given by correspondence?" It is the problem of the
relative values of class-room and correspondence instruction.

Before citing the many points that can be adduced for correspondence
study as a method of instruction, may I furnish you the background of some
very interesting facts. I glean the following facts from Bulletin Number
Ten, 1920, of the United States Bureau of Education entitled "Correspon-
dence Study in Universities and Colleges":

"Men trained in judgment and jealous of the integrity of education have
sometimes failed to examine the merits of the correspondence method,
although the great popular demand for this form of home instruction wou ld '
seem to be entitled to satisfaction at the hands of reputable institutions."

Study by correspondence is offered today by over two hundred institu-
tions, commercial and non-commercial in the United States. T h e greater
number are commercial, and a large sales-force and big advertising budgets
are employed to recruit students almost entirely for commercial, technical
and trade courses. *

The extent to which this movement has spread within recent years is
revealed by the fact that one of these larger schools has an active enrollment
of fifty thousand, another of tzvo hundred thousand, and a third of three
hundred thousand, the latter correcting over twelve hundred papers daily.
In twenty years one school of design and lettering enrolled seven thousand
two hundred and thirty-six; during the same period, another school in music
enrolled twenty-six thousand.

Tha t the courses are not altogether valueless as effective educational
processes witness the fact that correspondence study texts are popular in
many colleges and universities. Fifty-three of these institutions in 1916
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CORRESPONDENCE STUDY 149

used one or more of the texts of a correspondence school giving general
commercial instruction.

This tremendously popular and effective method of commercial educa-
tion has not been without its influence upon our non-commercial institutions
of learning.

In 1919 correspondence work was conducted in the United States by
non-commercial institutions in seventy-three schools in thirty-nine States,
and the District of Columbia. In all these States, except one, work was
conducted by State-supported institutions, twenty-eight of them being State
Universities.

The courses offered in correspondence are for the most part identical
with residential courses in the same educational field, and when satisfactorily
completed secure the same amount of credit. In no case, however, may a
degree be secured by correspondence credit only, but one-half, and in some
cases, one-third of the total number of college credits required for degrees
may be gained through correspondence study.

By personal correspondence, I have been able to secure information
concerning enrollment in these institutions later than the last government
report. These statistics emphasize afresh the value and extensive use of
correspondence study as a means of instruction recognized by our highest
educational authorities.

The figures given represent the active enrollment during this last aca-
demic year. From a careful study of the work of these institutions, this
summary can be given:

CORRESPONDENCE STUDENTS ENROLLED

University of Colorado 250
• University of Minnesota 482
University of Oklahoma 700
University of California 3,042
University of Chicago 5,000
University Extension Department of the Massachu-

setts State Board of Education 5,848
University of' Wisconsin 15,655

Almost one hundred thousand students are taking courses, in whole or
in part conducted by correspondence in State supported and privately en-
dowed institutions. Thus we see that:

1. Correspondence Study is being increasingly used by educational
institutions, both in undergraduate and graduate work.

2. A large number of courses taken by correspondence study are given
the same credit as residence work and count toward degrees.

3. Some institutions, notably the University of Chicago, offer high
school courses in correspondence study to complete entrance requirements.

These facts speak eloquently of the value that is coming to be placed
upon instruction by correspondence study. But these facts do not stand
alone, they can be reinforced by the testimony of members of university and
college faculties.

The dean of one of our graduate schools says that if he were entirely
free to act without regard to other universities he would not only permit
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150 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

but would require that a t least six hours of the work required for the
master 's degree should be taken by correspondence as work of that kind can
be made wider in its scope and of a higher quality than it is possible to
secure in the class-room. There is no limit to the thoroughness and extent
of the work which may be demanded and secured by correspondence study.
(J. W. Scroggs, Director of University-Extension, University of Oklahoma.)

Prof. A. J. Jones of the University of Pennsylvania, Department of
Education, as long ago as 1916 wrote, "The plan [instruction by correspond-
ence] is undoubtedly meeting with considerable success," and later :

"Extra-mural classes and correspondence study both offer opportunity
for academic credit ; and either, contrary to the popular notion, may produce
a higher average of scholarship than that which is found within the walls
of the institution. Correspondence teaching, particularly, though it has
suffered its share of obloquy, if fairly interpreted, gives to the University
its broadest and most gracious opportunity to open its avenues of learning
to all who would enter, to graft instruction upon experience, to mould and
enrich minds already mature and thoughtful, or to rescue from oblivion
undiscovered gifts. I t is a method carrying a peculiarly intimate and re-
sponsive relation between instructor and pupil."

Prof. W . H . Lighty of the University of Wisconsin writing for the
Educational Review, January, 1916, says : "The extra-mural teacher (re-
ferring to correspondence study) must genuinely feel that he is performing
a work as fine, dignified and as worthwhile as any work done by the
university. The extra-mural teacher, in addition to scholarly attainments,
must be essentially an artist. H e must be able to do more than correct
errors and impart information, he must put into his instruction his per-
sonality, his inspiration, his interpretation. Extra-mural teaching perforce
must emphasize the immaterial institution of personality, in contrast to the
anchored conveniences of wall and ground."

It may not be flattering to those of us engaged in class-room work in our
seminaries, to know what valuation many of the graduates of our seminaries
place upon our classroom work after they have been out in the active work of
the ministry for several years. T h e results of a very limited investigation I
have just made, may not be indicative of the position of the majority of our
graduates, but at least they will give us a glimpse into the actual thinking
of seminary-educated men.

Out of twelve men questioned, six were denominational secretaries, all
were graduates of leading seminaries, and all had had several years of actual
experience in the pastorate, and were of wide acquaintance. I put this
question to them:

"As far as correspondence study (as a method of instruction is con-
cerned)—properly carried on of course—could you have taken any of your
seminary work by correspondence study with as great benefit as you received
by residence study ? " T o this seven said "yes ; " one " I do not think so,"
one was doubtful; one did not answer, and only one said "absolutely n o ! "

Some of the replies may be instructive:
All were agreed that some residence study was absolutely needful, that

the study of certain subjects ought not to be attempted by correspondence
study unless supplemented by residence study, that nothing could be sub-
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CORRESPONDENCE STUDY 151

stituted for the personal contacts furnished by the residence work and the
access to library facilities, and the group discussions, in and out of class.

"There are some studies that I could have taken quite as well through
a proper correspondence course." "Much of my work could have been done
by correspondence study (properly carried on). We have too much idolized
the lecture and the recitation."

It is interesting to note the subjects suggested that could "just as well,"
if not better, have been taken by correspondence study:

"All of Church History—much of Homiletics, and English Bible."
"History, Theology, Sociology."
'"All Biblical work, historical and critical, all church history, and all

systematic theology."
We champion residence study, among other reasons, on the ground of

the personal contacts it affords between the instructor and the student, and
of library facilities it offers. It is easy to overlook the fact (too many times
present) that the personal fellowship between professor and student is not
as close as we sometimes think, that personal attention is not given to the
individual needs of students as residence study ought to make possible, that
the time given by students to lecture courses could often have been spent to
better advantage, and that the very presence of library facilities has substi-
tuted reading the thought of others for the hard thinking of one's own
thoughts.

As a matter of fact, there is need of bringing over into our residence
study more of the personal, continuous, accuracy-compelling, thought-pro-
voking methods of correspondence study.

In spite of the fact that instruction by correspondence has met with
disfavor in certain quarters, and that it has been largely confined, hitherto,
to commercial and trade schools, there are certain great advantages possessed
by this form of instruction that need to be held in mind in any consideration
of the value of the work. I am speaking now definitely of the only kind of
correspondence study that is educationally worth while, that is possible ( for
it has been done), and that can be made to serve the need that challenges
the thought of this gathering. In order to make clear what I mean by
correspondence study may I recall to you the chief characteristics of this
method of instruction:

"As ordinarily applied in correspondence study, the method consists of
the assignment by the instructor of definitely planned work, the writing out
by the student of the written lessons, and the suggestion and assistance upon
points where the student needs such special help. The student is tested on
the whole of every lesson. He not only recites the entire lesson, but reduces
it to writing, so that any error may be corrected. The criticism of the in-
struction is also clearly and definitely written, no slip-shop or evasive work,
no bluffing is possible for student or instructor."—A. J. Klein, Bulletin, 1920,
No. 10, Bureau of Education.

The constant written efforts by the student and correction by the teacher
give the method the name of instruction by correspondence. These and not
postal transmission are the essential features of correspondence study.

Now what are some of the outstanding advantages of this method of
instruction ?

1. Each correspondence student has the entire attention of his instruc-
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153 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

tor throughout the recitation; consequently the individual relation between
teacher and student is closer and more continuous than is possible in the
larger group.

2. Every lesson and every part of the lesson must be carefully studied
before a satisfactory written recitation can be prepared.

3. The written discussion itself affords valuable training in the very
process, while by it the instructor is enabled to discover individual difficulties
and give specific directions for carrying on the work successfully.

4. The individuality and the initiative of the student are given larger
opportunity to express themselves, as he is thrown so largely upon his own
resources in the use he makes of the outlines, and in the form and content
of his written answers and discussions.

5. Study may begin at any time, without waiting for a semester or a
year to begin.

6. The student may advance as rapidly as he himself is able to do so
without being held back by a class that may go more slowly.

7. At the same time, the student who needs to go more slowly than
the class would probably go, can take the time needed thoroughly to under-
stand and do the required work. Correspondence study thus gives an elas-
ticity, in the element of time which residence study does not allow.

8. This method of instruction furthermore does not interfere with the
ordinary occupation, and this permits the student to carry on other activities
which would be impossible if he was tied to a definite class schedule of
residence study.

In general, "The methods of correspondence study are such as to insure
thoroughness, and to develop self-reliance, accuracy, initiative, and persever-
ance."—Correspondence Study Bulletin of Indiana University.

The question raised at the beginning of this paper and the most im-
portant one, has been answered. By the actual results already obtained in
the field of correspondence study as outlined and administered by our uni-
versities and colleges, we are convinced that the organization of correspon-
dence courses in theological training for non-college men and women is
possible, practical, and can be made to compare favorably, to say the least,
with resident study courses.

The second problem presented by the topic under consideration has to
do with the organization of correspondence courses in theological training
for non-college men and women.

I feel very hesitant to make any suggestions bearing on this phase of
the problem.

As foundation-stones in the construction of a curriculum for such stu-
dents as we have in mind, I would lay the following:

1. Graduation from the standard high-school courses should be re-
quired as a minimum entrance requirement.

2. A minimum of one year residence study at a standard theological
seminary should be required before completion of the course.

3. The curricula adopted should include both college and seminary
subjects, and for the students we have in mind should not be longer than
four years, nor shorter.

4. A diploma should be given for the successful completion of the
course, but not any degree. This special course should not be thought of in
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SEMINARIES AND NON-COLLEGIANS 153

any way as a substitute for a degree course which should always mean a
three-year course, built upon a college degree.

When it comes to the actual content of such a course, there will be a
variety of suggestions:

Of college subjects the following seem to be necessary:
Elementary Science—Composition, Rhetoric and English Li terature—

History, Psychology, Pedagogy, Economics, Sociology, Ethics, Philosophy—
some would include certain studies in Mathematics.

While the professional courses should be selected from the field of
English Bible—historical interpretation, expository largely—religious educa-
tion with special reference to local church program and organization—soci-
ology, homiletics, and public speaking—general and denominational church
history and organization, outline of history of theology, great realities of the
Christian faith, pastoral theology.

Of these the following in my opinion should be given in residence zvork
only: Public Speaking, Pastoral Theology, Biblical Interpretation, and such
courses in religious education and sociology that need wide reading and
observation and theology.

Seminaries and Non-College Students
SHOULD THE GRADUATE SCHOOLS OF THEOLOGY ADMIT ALSO STUDENTS WHO

ARE NOT COLLEGE GRADUATES?

EDWARD INCREASE BOSWORTH, D.D.*

Should Graduate Schools of Theology, that is schools that now receive
only college graduates, admit also men and women zvho arc not college
graduates?

There are several facts which at first glance indicate that they should
do so. Since the colleges do not produce as many prospective ministers as
are needed, the churches are obliged to take men without college training.
The theological schools would be glad to have more students than they now
have. Why then should they not take into their unfilled lecture rooms the
non-college men and women that the churches must have. They would not
in this way be lowering the educational average of the ministry for large
numbers of men are now going into the ministry without either college or
seminary training. One denomination which lays large emphasis on the
importance of education is estimated by the secretary of its Education Society
to have in the total of its active pastors from 33 to 40 per cent who have
neither college nor seminary training. It may be that he includes among
these some who have received training in Bible schools or institutes.

It was a situation similar to this some 35 years ago that led the theo-
logical school with which I am connected to organize a so-called English
Department for non-college graduates. In preparation for this paper I have
been reading the catalogues and special circulars issued during a period of
several years about that time. The representations made in them are very
constraining. At times I have been nearly moved by them away from

•Dr. Bosworth is the Senior Dean of the Graduate School of Theology at Oberlin, and the
author of a number of books on the religious life; this paper was presented in the Department
of Theological Seminaries at the Rochester Convention.
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